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lethargic farmer.   The Canadian Manufacturers' Association,
born in the early years of federation and greatly strengthened
by its reorganization in 1900, was feared by western grain-
growers as the spearhead of protection, while the Canadian
Bankers' Association, permitted by the Bank x Act of 1900
to supervise many activities of the banks, assumed to the
farmer the grim appearance of a strangler of agrarian credit.
From the formation of the Territorial Grain Growers'
Association to the wheat pools of the twenties, the most
formative influences were the peculiar circumstances whereby
the western farmers made a living, especially the prevalence
of one-crop agriculture, the dependence upon the vagaries
of a competitive world market, and the role of powerful
corporations as intermediaries  in  the  grain  trade.    Such
influences did not operate to the same degree elsewhere in
Canada, and did not apply a similar stimulus to organizing
effort.    The shift of the agrarian interest to politics was
readily made,  and was adumbrated prior to  1911  in the
pressure   upon   the   Liberal   Government   at   Ottawa   for
reciprocal commerce with the United States and for public
ownership in basic utilities.    Although the establishment of
the   Progressive  party in   1920  was  immediately  due  to
exceptional circumstances in the recent era of war, it was
more  remotely due  to  the  concern  of the  farmers  with
government policies, evident from the turn of the century.
The rural leaders of the West, fearful of the massing of
organized urban power, resolved that they must step directly
into politics in order to protect themselves from the avid
interests of eastern industrialism.
In 1919 the first notable agrarian success was won by
the United Farmers of Ontario, who received sufficient
electoral support to form a government for four years. In
two of the Prairie Provinces the farmers created regimes of
longer duration. In Alberta, where the old parties always
had a precarious footing, they held office continuously from
1921 to 1935, when they were overwhelmed by the Social
Credit party under William Aberhart. In Manitoba the
agrarians entered office in 1922 and under adroit leadership
retained for a series of years a powerful weight in the